Surgical treatment of pancreatic cancer. Does extended lymphadenectomy provide a better outcome?
The rate of curative resection of pancreatic cancer has increased as a result of extended operations, but this has not led to any significant improvement in postoperative outcome. No definite conclusions were drawn in retrospective studies comparing outcome after standard and extended operations, and there was almost no difference in outcome between the two groups in a recent prospective randomized study. In addition, extended procedures are very stressful operations that, in most instances, impair the patient's quality of life (QOL). As a result, the need for performing extended surgery to treat pancreatic cancer has come into question. The outcome of advanced cancer in patients in whom curative resection cannot be achieved by extended operations is extremely poor, and we believe that, in such patients, priority should be given to QOL, by selecting bypass or limited operations instead. It is hoped that the value of extended surgery will be clarified by a very carefully planned multicenter prospective randomized study in the future.